
State & Commonwealth committals worksheet

Relevant guidelines 

Guidelines 3.1–3.2 Part 3 of the VLA Handbook 

(Committals in excess of 2 days must be forwarded to VLA for assessment) 

TYPE OF AID SOUGHT

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Magistrates' Court Stage inc. Committal Mention and Negotiations
a Defended Committal for:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 ONE day  FORMCHECKBOX 
 TWO days.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

a sexual assault case where aid is sought for limited representation

(limited assistance of one day to cross-examine victim only)

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

 FORMCHECKBOX 

homicide (including manslaughter and culpable driving)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

a case where identification, or consent, is a real issue ** (provide outline of reasons); OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a case where there is a strong likelihood that a benefit will result from representation

(i) The charge will be dealt with summarily ** (provide outline of reasons)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

the principal charge(s) capable of being heard and determined summarily

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a lesser charge is likely to be offered by the prosecution

(ii) Likely to identify an early plea ** (provide outline of reasons)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

strong likelihood that an early plea will be identified

(iii) Cross-examination will lead to a significant reduction in the trial, or plea ** (provide outline of reasons)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

leads to an agreed amended summary of facts

 FORMCHECKBOX 

clarifies issues to be faced at trial

 FORMCHECKBOX 

results in evidence being admitted at a subsequent trial

 FORMCHECKBOX 

discredits witness testimony which may lead to that evidence being excluded

(iv) The defendant will be discharged at the committal ** (provide outline of reasons)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

the evidence (or lack thereof) points to insufficient weight to support conviction

LIMITED ASSISTANCE

 FORMCHECKBOX 

a sexual assault case where aid is sought for limited representation** (provide outline of reasons)

**BRIEF OUTLINE OF REASONS 
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